This idea was followed up, and it was found that it was possible to bring about a similar series of changes in the blood by inoculating with a suitable preparation of a bacillus, to that which would be produced in that blood after recovery from'infection by that bacillus.
From this to the platform of practical therapeutics' the step is but a narrow one. If the recovery from a disease is due to the destruction of the^bacillus in the body by phagocytosis, then the amount of opsonin must somehow have been increased by the presence of the bacillus in the body, and further, had that amount been from the outset in the s37stemic circulation, the infection could not have occurred.
Infection by the invading microbe may be (1) acute, in which case either sufficient of the anti-bodies, Wright then gave small doses of the bacillus and its toxins to healthy persons, and he found that he could raise their power of phagocytosis by increasing the amount of opsonin present.
In some patients suffering from an infection, [ June, 1907. Count the bacilli inside at least 50 cells of each slide and the ratio of the numbers of ingested in the control, and in the patient's serumdigested cells will be the index as noted above.
The opsonic index then is determined and the condition of the resisting powers of the patient to the infection has then to be deduced. As 
